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President’s Corner 


—By Robert KASWSS 


Due to an unexpected sequence of events, our 
originally planned presentation on the ABCs of 
RFI for Hams by Bob (AK6R) had to be 
rescheduled for July of this year. In its place 
we'll show a video of the 2009 K4M DXpedition 
to the Midway Atoll in the Pacific Ocean. 


We are officially on for our Hamfest during our 
traditional month of April. This year's event will 
take place on Saturday, April 23rd and will again 
be held at the First Congregational Church of 
Sonoma. The club website and online flyer have 
been updated with the new date. Look for sign 
up sheets to help out in the March and April 
editions of the newsletter. 


Until our meeting, get on the air and emit some 
RF! 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, February 16, 2022, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: 2009 K4M Midway Atoll DXpedition 
Video 


Minutes of the Jan 19 Meeting 


Members: KASWSS (Robert), KG6QNT (Eileen), 
KI6DHG (Rachel), N7PIB (Sanford), KB6CLV 


February 2022 


(Simon), WB6TMH (Mike), WD6BOR (Darrel), 
W8EWL (John), NJ6E (Stan), KN6MJY (Phil), 
KH6GJV (Bill), N6LY (Elizabeth), K6YD (Kevin), 
AA6RH (Randy), KD6FIL (Dave) 


Guest: N6ORB (Dave) 
MINUTES 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? Motion made and seconded. 
Minutes approved as written. 


OFFICER REPORTS 


NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT-No 
announcements 


ACS Lead - Moe, KI6JNU - Absent 
VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 


4 people were already signed up for the January 
29 VE Session 


Upcoming VE Sessions: Jan. 29th, Jul. 30th and 
Oct. 29th - plus on April 23 during Hamfest. 


RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH — 2 students 
were at the electronics club at the high school. 


Weekly Net Control 
January - Robert (KASWSS) 
February - Darrel (WD6BOR) 


TRUSTEE - Darrel, WD6BOR- Hamfest planning- 
Plan on April 23 (4° Saturday of April) 
Congregational Church is available on that date 


from 6:30 to 1 pm.. Will notify the ARRL for 
posting. 


SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL- pay 
dues on line with pay pal. 


VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1EJ - Absent 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 

Legacy box for VOMARC VHS tapes. 

Net control script and check in sheets updated. 


Free size 312 hearing aid batteries available for 
those who need them. Email me for details. 


Other Business 


Dues are due You can rejoin now on the 
VOMARC website. 


Joining board meetings via Zoom. — 1% Thursday 
of the month. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Next month’s meeting topic: Rescheduled for 
this summer due to a conflict -ABCs of RFI for 
Hams - Bob AK6R 


Mystery Box drawing - postponed until in-person 
meetings are possible and we can be sure 
COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Jack, 
K6ZMF, has it for now. 


MEETING TOPIC - INTERNET TOOLS FOR 
DXERS - Dave N6ORB 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 


—By Elizabeth N6LY, VOMARC VE Liaison 
We had a test session on January 29, 2022. 


There were 5 candidates and all passed their 
tests for the level they were testing for. 


Three passed their technician exam, becoming 
new Ham Radio operators. 


Welcome to the hobby and club: Brian, Ethan, 
and Nishanth. 


lam happy to announce that current club 
member Andrew- KE6HID, upgraded to General 
class. Good job, 


John upgraded to Amateur Extra, passing with 
100%. 


Congratulations to all and welcome to the club. 


Big thanks to the VEs, who helped make it all 
possible- Sanford (N7PIB), Kevin (K6YD), and 
Barb ( KEWHY), 


Getting Back on CW 


Last month | mentioned New Year's Resolutions 
and recommended that we all resolve to pick up 
some new facet of Ham Radio and try it out. My 
new thing for this year was to get back into CW 
operating. 


When | was first licensed there was still a Morse 
Code requirement to get licensed. After 
incorrectly predicting that | would never be able 
to learn it, | did and | got licensed as a Novice in 
1985. | made a lot of CW contacts as a Novice 
and Tech and even a few now and then later 
when | upgraded to General and Advanced. A 
quick look through my logbook showed those 
CW contacts last occurred in 1996! 


In November and December of last year | started 
to work with some software programs designed 


iat 
Tools Mode Help 


Current attempt 


Current score Wrong callsigns | Main initial speed 


0 CPM: 40 CPM: 0 CPM: 0 


0) RutzXP - Tancredi : a | 


Last callsign | 


Max points Gained points 


Calls out: 0 of 0 
Start Exit 


Cllsigns: 53542 (50269 - 2279 
to get my code speed and confidence up. At first 
| was most worried about my code speed so | 
installed RufzXP. This handy tool sends random 
callsigns and increases or decreases the sending 


Topscore: 1663 Topspeed:77CPM Attempts: 6 


speed depending upon how accurately you copy 
them. Groups have held code speed 
competitions with the software to see who could 
copy the fastest. 


Eventually | wanted some more "real world" 
practice before hopping on the bands. | found 
Morse Runner particularly useful for this. It 
simulates the CQ WPX contest by having 
sometimes multiple stations answering your CQs 
and requiring you to with those stations like you 
would in a normal contest QSO. The controls are 
similar to many popular logging programs. 


Recv Sent Cc Station 
599 0001 599 0001 


599 0002 599 0002 
00:02:25 599 0005 599 0003 CW Speed 


CwRitch — [450H2 >] 


RX Bandwidth |600 Hz 


Mon. Level lif 


Band Conditions 

[- QRN  [ Flutter Activity 
ram cups P 3&4 
T ase 


D Run |~ for fis 3] min 


Raw Verified 


F1cQ | Fact | Fa TU | _F4 <my | 
F5 <his> | FEB4 | F7? FB NIL_| 


The code speed, tone, maximum number of 
calling stations at any time and simulated band 
conditions (noise, fading, interference) are all 
possible with this application. That makes it easy 
to dial up the realism and chaos of a contest 
environment at your own pace. And no one will 
think you're a lid while you learn the ropes 
again! 


This reminds me of another Contest simulator 
from the 1990s. Doctor DX was a plug in 
cartridge for the Commodore 64 that simulated 
a CW DX contest. It was not as powerful as 
Morse Runner but the developers of Doctor DX 
performed a minor miracle to get that 
implemented on such a limited capability 
platform. 


After spending a few weeks pretending to make 
contest QSOs on Morse Runner | finally decided 
to bite the bullet and get on the air. Thankfully, 
there was a group which not too long ago 


initiated a now bi-weekly slow speed event 
which made this easy. The KLUSN Radio Club 
sponsors the Slow Speed (con)Test (SST). on 
Sundays and Fridays, each lasting just one hour. 
The exchange is simple, just your name and 


T 00:00:18 UTC 
D 00:00:00 
NSEW OO°N, OOO°PE 


state. As you can see from their graphic below, 
participants are supposed to keep sending 
speeds at 20 Words Per Minute (WPM) or lower. 


K1USN SST 


Weekly CW Slow Speed [Con]Test 


On December 10th | made my first set of CW 
contacts in perhaps 25 years. In the span of two 
months I've made 59 contacts and confirmed 17 
states in the process. It's not many, but I've 
made steady progress on a weekly basis and 
things are getting easier and easier. One of the 


stations | hear regularly during these events is 
our very own Carl (N6TTV)! 


And yes, this means I'll have more awards to 
shoot for. My first goal will be Worked All States 
CW. There are plenty of others after that to keep 
me busy. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


January VHF Contest 


The conditions for the January VHF Contest were 
not particularly good. Six meters never really 
opened up anywhere and thus a major 
component of my score in the past was not to be 
found. | only ended up making 28 QSOs and 9 
grids on SOMHz, 144 MHz and 440 MHz. 


Despite this, | did work a brand new grid on 6M, 
bringing my VUCC grid total to 62. "Just" 38 
more to go for a new award. 


One of the things | played with was my station 
configuration. This should pay some dividends 
in the future. With my HF/6M radio, 2M multi- 
mode radio and an HT | could listen in on 6M 
FT8, 2M FM and 2M SSB all at the same 

time. More than one station was picked up 
because of the extra ears. 


| was joined by NJ6E, WB6OWT and K6DJV on 
2M simplex during the "VOMARC QSO 

Party". NJ6E also tested out his 6M radio which 
he had purchased at the VOMARC Hamfest with 
success. We hope more of you will join us in 
future VHF contests for a quick contact. 


| worked stations on three different summits - 
K6DJV on Mount Vaca, KEWOO on Vollmer Peak 
and W6BEZ on Brione Hill all with 2M FM. It 
seems that VHF contests should make for 
excellent opportunities to activate peaks. One 
could easily activate a peak, get a park on the air 
and submit a contest log, all in one outing! 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


NA QSO Party 


The North America QSO Party is a fun short 
contest that is ideal for working states towards 
one's Worked All States Award. On phone, | just 
need Mississippi to get 50 for that mode. Thus, | 
was quite pleased to work a station 

there. Unfortunately, he hasn't uploaded his 
QSOs to Logbook of the World. So I'll have to 
keep looking. 


Nevertheless | ended up working 73 stations and 
45 multipliers on 40M, 20M and 15M. Carl 
(N6TTV) was apparently also active during the 
contest though | didn't hear him. 


At one point | dialed across 40M to see whether 
stations had started to migrate there and | heard 
a familiar voice. It was our own Elizabeth (N6LY) 
calling CQ from a park in the Sacramento area, 
one of the four she activated that day. It was 
the first time I'd heard, and successfully worked, 
her at a park activation! 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


e A copy of David's (N6ORB) presentation 
at the January meeting on Software Tools for 
DXers is available online. 


e Sanford (N7PIB) worked Elizabeth (N6LY) 
at all four Parks on the Air parks she activated on 
Saturday, January 22nd. His park count now 
stands at or exceeds 1,953. 


e During the January 26th net | asked what 
sports team individuals supported. The SF 
Giants and 49ers (stupid Rams!) probably got the 
most support but the Warriors were also 
represented, as you would expect. College 
teams that made the list include California, UC 
Santa Cruz, Nebraska and Texas. De La Salle 
High School was even mentioned. The biggest 
surprise was two votes for the New Zealand 
America's Cup sailing team. 


e The 2022 International DX Convention in 
Visalia has been canceled. The decision was 
made given the current COVID-19 virus threat. 


e Courtesy of Andrew (KD6HID), comes 
information about a planned dramatic increase 
in US Forest Service fees for communications 
installations on public lands, including Amateur 
Radio. He notes, "The information shows what 
the impact can cause hams to install equipment 
on USFS lands. The USFS wanted to charge 
money for the space in their areas. The 
information is in detail as you have read. | hope 
if hams email the USFS they will remove this 


e Andrew also supplied an informative link 
to a video that shows how to talk "unit to unit" 
with your friend on DMR. 


—Submitted by Robert KAS5WSS 


QSL Card Inbox 


The only station in Jersey I've ever worked is 
GJOKYZ. This card confirms contacts on 40M and 
17M using FT8 in 2020 and 2021. 


6 Amateur Radio Glub - AFVL Headquarter 


| don't hear many stations from Liechtenstein on 
the air. It's a very small country. | worked the 


national Amateur Radio club station on 20M SSB 


during the IARU HF Championship. 


QSL Card Inbox (continued) 


WZ! French Polynesia 


Back in 2018 | worked TXOM on Morane Atoll in 
French Polynesia. | just got the confirmation for this 
20M SSB contact. 


TO6OK is on the French island of Mayotte off the 
east coast of Africa in the Indian Ocean. Contact was 
made using SSB on 20M. 


The VP6D DXpedition to Ducie Island in the Pacific 
Ocean netted SSB contacts on four bands for me. 
This included 20M, 17M, 15M and 12M. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon Amateur 
Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED WIEJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2022 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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